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Day 1 

LΩƳ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘǊƛǇ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜǎ ƳŜΦ  LΩƭƭ ǘƻǳŎƘ ƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ ŀ ŦŜǿΦ  ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǿ 

ǎƻƳŜǿƘŜǊŜ ƻǾŜǊ bΦ /ŀƴŀŘŀ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ tŀǊƛǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜΩƭƭ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǇƭŀƴŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀŘ ǘƻ bŀƛǊƻōƛΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ 

ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ LΩǾŜ ŜǾŜǊ Ŧƭƻǿƴ ƛƴǘƻ tŀǊƛǎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ bŀƛǊƻōƛ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǘǊƛǇ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘΦ  .ǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ 

ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘƛƴƎ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘǊƛǇΣ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǘǊƛǇ LΩƳ ŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜŘ ōȅ Ƴȅ мс ȅŜŀǊ ƻƭŘ ǎƻƴΣ bŀǘƘŀƴΦ  LΩƳ 

ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƘƛƳΦ  IŜ ƛǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΦ  IŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ƻƴŜ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ƘƛƎƘ school going to Africa for 

spring break.  His History teacher commented that was the most interesting place anyone has ever gone 

for spring break in one of his classes which made him feel good.   

This trip, on paper, will be a little less chaotic then the past few since we are only going to be visiting 

YŜƴȅŀΦ  bƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ LΩƭƭ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŀ ǘǊƛǇ ǘƻ .ǳǊǳƴŘƛ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘǊƛǇǎ ōǳǘ L ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ōŜƭƛŜŦ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 

Lord will be sending me back to Kenya and Burundi in September with some business people.  I believe 

ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ п ƻŦ ǳǎΣ ǿƘȅ L ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘƛǎΣ L Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƪƴƻǿΦ  L ƘƻǇŜ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ƳŜ ŀ ŦŀƛǘƘ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ 

of what is to come.  

The plan is for us to visit with friends in Nairobi, John and Dorcus on Saturday and Sunday.  These are 

some of the dearest friends I have in the whole world.  A true friend from Africa is a friend for life.  They 

have just had their 4th child-ŦƛǊǎǘ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǎƻƴΣ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘ 5ƻǊŎǳǎ ǎƛǎǘŜǊΩǎ ǎƻƴΣ WƻƘƴƴȅ ǿƘƻ ŘƛŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ 

AIDS, Journal 4, Gerald along with Soila, Marlene & OliǾƛŀΦ  L ŀƳ ǎƻ ōƭŜǎǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜƳΦ  LΩƳ ƘƻǇƛƴƎ ǘƻ 

ǘŀƪŜ bŀǘƘŀƴ ǘƻ YƛōŜǊŀ ŦƻǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅΦ  LΩǾŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ WƻƘƴ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΦ   

²ŜΩƭƭ Ŧƭȅ ǘƻ YƛǎǳƳǳ ƻƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ŀŦǘŜǊƴƻƻƴΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŦƛǊǎǘΦ  ¦ǎǳŀƭƭȅ ǿŜ ŘǊƛǾŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŀōƻǳǘ с 

hours.  ²ŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ǿƛǘƘ tƘƻŜōŜΣ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǳƴōŜƭƛŜǾŀōƭŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΣ ǿƘƻ Ǌǳƴǎ ǘƘŜ {ŀƭŜƳ hǊǇƘŀƴŀƎŜ ǿƛǘƘ 

approximately 70 children.  Phoebe has had a rough year.  She has financial needs continually but 

ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴΦ  {ƘŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ŜƴǘǊŜǇǊŜƴŜǳǊƛŀƭΦ  [ŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ ǎƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘed a chicken farm to sell eggs to 

ƭƻŎŀƭ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ  {ƘŜ ǳǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴƛŜǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǿƛǎŜƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǊǇƘŀƴŀƎŜ ƛǎ ǎŜƭŦ 

sufficient by farming their own crops.  We will stay there until Wednesday with a side trip to visit River 

Road Orphanage on Tuesday.  

¢ƘŜ ǘǊƛǇ ǘƻ wƛǾŜǊ wƻŀŘ hǊǇƘŀƴŀƎŜ ƛǎ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ LΩǾŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ 

to donate $125.00 for a bunk bed, mattress and bedding for the children.  We had 24 beds donated 

which is so awesome!!  The Lord led me to engage others into the opportunity of giving for this cause as 

while in Sunday School, Pastor Peter spoke about how Miriam and Aaron had to help Moses raise his 

ƘŀƴŘǎΦ  aƻǎŜǎ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ Řƻ ƛǘ ŀƭƻƴŜΦ  L ƴƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ ƭŜǘ ƻƴƭȅ ŀ ŦŜǿ ŎƭƻǎŜ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƪƴƻǿ ƻŦ the needs 

LΩƳ ŜȄǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƻōƭƛƎŀǘƛƻƴΦ  L ŀƳ ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ 

ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƻ Iƛǎ ōƻŘȅΦ  tǊŀƛǎŜ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΗ  ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ƛǘ ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

beds delivered on Tuesday for our arrival so I can take pictures and video for everyone who donated. 

!ŦǘŜǊ ǊŜǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ bŀƛǊƻōƛ ƻƴ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ƻŦŦ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ aŀǎŀŀƛ Mara for safari on Thursday 

morningΦ  L ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ ƻƴ ŀ Ŧǳƭƭ ŦƭŜŘƎŜ ǎŀŦŀǊƛ ǎƛƴŎŜ нллп (Journal 2).  It is absolutely beautiful and 

awesome to see the animals in their natural habitat.  L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǿŀƛǘ ŦƻǊ bŀǘƘŀƴ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇŀƴǎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ 



and beauty of the Mara.  It is truly a special place.  The Mara Serna Lodge is a famous location for game 

watching.  It sits on top of ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ƭŀǊƎŜ Ƙƛƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǾŜǊƭƻƻƪǎ ǘƘŜ aŀǊŀ wƛǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŀƴ ƻŎŜŀƴ ƻŦ ƭŀƴŘΦ  LΩƳ 

ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ƛǘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜΩƭƭ Ǝƻ ƻƴ ƻƴŜ ǎŀŦŀǊƛ ƻƴ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ ŀŦǘŜǊƴƻƻƴ ŀƴŘ н ƻƴ CǊƛŘŀȅΣ 

ƻƴŜ ƻƴ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƘŜŀŘƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ bŀƛǊƻōƛΦ  L ƘƻǇŜ ǿŜΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ōǊŜŀƪŦŀst with the Hippos along the 

aŀǊŀ wƛǾŜǊΦ  ²Ŝ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜŘ ŀ ǾƛŘŜƻ ŎŀƳŜǊŀ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǘǊƛǇ ǎƻ bŀǘƘŀƴ ƎŜǘ ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ƛǘΦ  ²ŜΩƭƭ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ 

bŀƛǊƻōƛ ƻƴ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ŀŦǘŜǊƴƻƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǿŜΩƭƭ ǎǇŜƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ WƻƘƴ ŀƴŘ 5ƻǊŎǳǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ 

heading to the airport for our return trip.   

L Řƻ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀǊǘ ŀǎ ǘƻ ǿƘȅ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ǿƘŀǘ L ǿƻǳƭŘ Ŏŀƭƭ ƧƻȅŦǳƭƭȅ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀƴǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘǊƛǇΦ  Lǘ 

ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ bŀǘƘŀƴ Ǝƻ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜΦ  LΩƳ ǾŜǊȅ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘΗ  I love the fact he is with 

me as I truly believe this trip is for him and what the Lord wants to expose him to for his ministry, 

calling, destiny going forward in his life. ( a divine appointment which of course there is no better type)  

Lǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŀǘ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ and spreading tƘŜ ƭƻǾŜ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ LΩƳ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ 

excited about that.   

L ǘƘƛƴƪ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀǊǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ōǳǊŘŜƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎ ƻŦ ƴƻǘ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ƳŜ ƻǊ 

the ministry.  When I examine the time leading up to the trip I did not feel a burden to pray more than I 

ƴƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ ŘƻΦ  L ǇǊŀȅŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǳǎΣ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ for us to be used for His Kingdom, 

ǘƘŜ ƻǇŜƴƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ bŀǘƘŀƴΩǎ ƘŜŀǊǘ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ŀǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǘǊƛǇ ŦƻǊ ƘƛƳΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƳŜƴ ƻŦ 

our Life Group laid hands on me last week and prayed for protection and success in ministry during this 

trip. Our Pastor prayed for us which is always special.  A couple of weeks ago I committed to pray an 

hour a day for the week before a healing service the church was having.  I did that with joy and 

ǘƘŀƴƪǎƎƛǾƛƴƎΦ  .ǳǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǘǊƛǇ L Ƨǳǎǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŦŜŜƭ ŀ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ǘƻ ƭŀōƻǊ ƛƴ ǇǊŀȅŜǊΦ  L Ƨǳǎǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ 

ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƳƛǎǎƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ǿƘȅ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴǎ ƻǊ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ 

a lack of prayer.   

The other situation which was a little different was that L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŦŜŜƭ ŀ ōǳǊŘŜƴ ǘƻ ŦŀǎǘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ L ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ Řƻ 

before taking a trip like this.  I did fast for a day and a couple of meals but it was more of a struggle for 

my flesh than usual.  ²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ƘŀŘ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦul trips in the past and you fasted for a longer period of 

ǘƛƳŜΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǎŜƴǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ Řƻ ƛǘ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǿǊƻƴƎΦ  L ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ 

ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ Ƙŀǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ƳŜ ƛƴ IƛƳΦ  L Ƨǳǎǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ƛǘ ŦŜŜƭǎ to have the 

normality of life be as prevalent in my days ǿƘŜƴ LΩƳ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŀ ǘǊƛǇ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΦ  Therefore I ask 

you to join me in praying this forward for if 2 or more agree on anything on this earth, it shall be done: 

Lord, I pray with my brothers and sisters in You that if there is some component lacking in my past 

prayers regarding this trip, I ask that you fill in the gaps so that your will be done, Your Kingdom will be 

advanced and that we walk in Your Divine purpose, in Jesus name we pray.  !ƳŜƴΦ  ¢ƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ƪƴŜǿ ȅƻǳΩŘ 

ŀƎǊŜŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǘǊƛǇ ƛǎ ōƭŜǎǎŜŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ƛǘ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ōŜ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛƴ 

the pages to come.  Thank you.   

 

 

 



Day 2  

As it says in Proverbs, if acknowledge the Lord in all your ways, he will make straight your path.  Well 

after sitting in the airport lounge for about 3 hours we gathered out stuff and headed out to the gate.  I 

ŎŀƴΩǘ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǘŜ ǎƻ L ŀǎƪ ŀ ƎŀǘŜ ŀƎŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŀȅΣ άhƘ ǘƘŀǘ ŦƭƛƎƘǘ ƛǎ ŘŜƭŀȅŜŘ ǳƴǘƛƭ уΥлл ǇƳ ǘƻƴƛƎƘǘΦέ  L 

was like Ugh, but it lasted for a short second because then I was like, YES!! we are going on an adventure 

into Paris with this extra time.  Thank you Lord!  It was my original intention from the start to take a 

later flight so Nathan could experience Paris.  Unfortunately there is only 1 flight to Nairobi from Paris 

and that was supposed to be at 10:50 am.  We get a free room and some food vouchers and we take off 

for our adventure. 

hŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƛƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊƪ ŀǎ ŜŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘƭȅ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ Řƻ ƛƴ the US.  We were told 

to take a bus to terminal 3 and then take a shuttle bus to the hotel.  We take a bus to get on a train that 

takes us to the bus which winds around and takes us back to our original train stop before heading to 

the hotel stops.  A littƭŜ ŦǊǳǎǘǊŀǘƛƴƎ ōǳǘ LΩƳ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ tŀǊƛǎΦ  L ǘŜƭƭ bŀǘƘŀƴ ƛŦ L Ŏŀƴ ƎŜǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ 

ǘƘŜ !ǊŎƘ ŘŜ ¢ǊƛǳƳǇƘ ōȅ мнΥлл ǇƳ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƎƻƻŘΦ  ²ƘŜƴ ǿŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ŀǊǊƛǾŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǘŜƭ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ 

the energy or patience to get back on a bus to the train station so I make an executive decision, hire a 

taxi to take us on a tour.  After dropping off our luggage, do a quick change and our drive meets us at 

about 11:45am. 

His name is Kumar and he was born in France with a French father and an Indian mother.  He looks more 

Indian but speaks pretty good English.  We discuss a plan of attack 

but we only have him for 3 hours so it will be whirlwind tour.  We 

agree that our first stop should be the Arch de Triumph and we pull 

up to it at 12:10pm which means things are going great!  Before he 

Ǉǳƭƭǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƻ ƭŜǘ ǳǎ ƻǳǘΣ ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎ άƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ 

ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƻƴΤ ²ƛƎƳŀƴΦ  IŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ƻŦ ǎŀƛŘ ƛǘ р ǘƛƳŜǎΦ  LΩƳ ƴƻǘ 

sure iŦ ƘŜ ƛǎ ƴŜǊǾƻǳǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ 9ǳǊƻǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ 

are going to ditch him.   

I told him we could exchange money once we find a good money 

exchange place.  We jump out cut across a couple of streets and 

down the stairs under the circle and up to the Arch.  It is beautiful 

and historic.  Once we get to the top area we come to find out why 

Kumar was telling us the name of the street, everything looked the 

same from the Arch.  We strategically pick a garbage bag that has 

identifiable trash and begin to walk around and take pictures.  We 

ǘƻƭŘ ƘƛƳ ǿŜΩŘ ōŜ ŘƻƴŜ ƛƴ мр ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘǊǳŜ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ǿƻǊŘΣ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŘƻƴŜ ƛƴ мрΦ  

¢ƘŜƴ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƻŦŦ ǘƻ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ L ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ƘŜŀǊŘ ƻŦ ōŜŦƻǊŜΦ  L ǘƘƛƴƪ ǿŜ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ 

was close to a money changing friends he had.  The Euro is killing the dollar; 1.54 to 1. Ouch.  I get 

money exchanged and off to the Louvre.  We have no plans of going in it just getting some pictures.  It 



was fun because they had these perches you can stand on and strike a pose.  I did my best karate kid 

imitation. 

We then hit Notre Dame.  Huge, historic and beautiful.  

Had some fun taking pictures there both inside and 

out.  Had a young girl take a picture of Nathan and I 

and we tried 3 times.  I finally took a picture of her 

and Nathan to give her the right perspective.  She 

nailed the next one.  Everyone inside was milling 

about taking pictures.  It is very cold, dark and damp.  

Some beautiful paintings, stain glass windows and 

statues.   

From there we head to the Eiffel Tower.  It is huge and hard to get a good picture standing that close to 

ƛǘΦ  ²Ŝ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇΦ  L ŦŜƭǘ ǘƘŀǘ YǳƳŀǊ ǿŀǎ ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƻŎƪ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ƴƻ 

hurry to get us back before our time was up.  It was like I had remembered it; lots of kids on school 

tours, couples taking pictures and vendors selling stuff.  

We head back to the hotel room about 10 minutes later than planned but Kumar was cool about it and 

ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ŀƴȅ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŦŜŜǎΦ  L ǎŜǘ ŀ ǿŀƪŜ ǳǇ Ŏŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ пΥол ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ мΥ30 minutes 

from now.  Being horizontal for any amount of time was precious.  Slept for about an hour, took a 

ǎƘƻǿŜǊ ŀƴŘ Ǝƻǘ bŀǘƘŀƴ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ǘǳǊƴΦ  IŜΩǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘǊŀǾŜƭƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊΣ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛǾŜΣ Ŝŀǎȅ ƎƻƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ 

time.   Headed back to the bus, to the train, to the terminal, back to the lounge, no problems.  The flight 

was another hour and twenty minutes delayed but I was excited we were going to heading to Kenya this 

evening. 

We are currently on our flight and I am so thankful to the Lord for the detour.  A fantastic time, great 

memories and another successful adventure of the unknown.    aȅ ƎƻƻŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ DǊŜƎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎŀȅΣ ά¢Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ 

what life is supposed ǘƻ ōŜ ŀōƻǳǘΣ ŀŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜέΦ  !ƳŜƴΦ ¢Ƙe joy of not knowing where you are going but 

secure that the Lord is with you.   

We are somewhere over the Mediterranean Sea and itΩǎ ŀōƻǳǘ нΥлл ŀƳΦ  L ƭƻƻƪ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴŘƻǿ ŀƴŘ LΩǾŜ 

never seen so many stars in my life as we are at 33,000ft and no clouds our light to detract from the 

view.  It is awe striking just how expansive the universe is.  We serve a mighty God.  I drift in and out of 

ǎƭŜŜǇ ŦƻǊ ŀōƻǳǘ н ƘƻǳǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǿ LΩƳ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ǿƛŘŜ ŀǿŀƪŜΦ  ¦ƎƘΣ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŀōƭŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ 

ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ƳŜ ƛǎ ŀōƻǳǘ мн ƛƴŎƘŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ Ƴȅ ŦŀŎŜΦ  ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊǎǘ ǎŜŀǘǎ ƻŦ ŀƴȅ LΩǾŜ ǘǊŀǾŜƭed on for 

distance between the seat in front of you when fully extended and the person in the seat behind.   

Just about day break I look out the window and see one 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ǎƛǘŜǎ LΩǾŜ ŜǾŜǊ ǎŜŜƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ 

ǘƘŜ ǎǳƴ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘΩǎ ŎǳǊǾŀǘǳǊe combined with the 

moon and stars above in a deep purplish blue.  The 

unbelievable combination of colors and celestial bodies.  



Day 3  

We land at about 6:30 am which has made this trip from when we left the house to now about 30 ½ 

hours.  The drill is familiar upon entering the country; get a visa, wait in a long line, get luggage and then 

wait for John to get us.  John Parit, one of my dearest friends of the entire world always has a big smile 

when he greets you and a big hug.  He is surprised to see Nathan so tall since the last time he saw him 

he as 10 years old and for some reason John thought he was only going to be 12.   

We arrive at Mayfield another blessing of familiarity.  A warm greeting welcomes us plus breakfast.  We 

eat pure exhaustion and then retire for a nap, 4 hours we hope.  John will pick us up around 2:00 pm so 

are looking to have some lunch around 1:30pm.  The sleep is needed but not exactly peaceful with a lot 

of the days noises rising up periodically that wake us up but within too long we were asleep again.  After 

showers and lunch John picks us up to head to town for some shopping.  This is always fun. 

We head to town and visit some familiar places for ǎƻǳǾŜƴƛǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƴŜǿ ƳŀǊƪŜǘ L ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ ǘƻΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ 

is this Indian man who owns a shop near the Hilton and he always gives a fair price without too much 

ōŀǊǘŜǊƛƴƎΦ  ¦ƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅ ƘŜΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǎƻ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōŀǊǘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƭƻŎŀƭΦ  They all know John for he 

ǘŀƪŜǎ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƻŦǘŜƴΦ  L ōŀǊǘŜǊ ŀ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭƭȅ ŎŀǊǾŜŘ ƭƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ bŀǘƘŀƴΩǎ Ǉƛŀƴƻ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ŀōƻǳǘ мр 

dollars.  Besides a couple of other items we head to the new market area which is what John calls 

Masaai Market.  There used to be a Massai Market only available on Tuesdays.  That was really chaotic 

and huge, this is smaller and more organized.  Here the bartering skills are much more needed for 

ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ ŀǘ ŀōƻǳǘ оȄΩǎ ǘƘŜ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǇŀȅΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƭƻcals are all over 

Nathan.  They try to get him buy this cool cane/knife.  Nathan loves props; hats, canes, watches, etc.   It 

is like the smell blood in the water.  I want to get everyone who donated money for the beds a little 

something out of appreciation.   

!ŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǇǇƛƴƎ ǿŜ ƘŜŀŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƻ WƻƘƴΩǎ ŀƴŘ 5ƻǊŎǳǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŘƛƴƴŜǊΦ  IŜ Ƙŀǎ ƳƻǾŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ п 

time in the past 5 years.  They want the girls to be in the right schools just like in the US.  They live in a 

section of a large home owned by a lawyer friend of theirs.  It is a rather large property with about 3 

acres of land.  Only Olivia and Marlene are there and of course the baby Gerald.  Soila is at a girls scout 3 

day sleep over and Johnny is away at boarding school which is common for Kenyans with a little money.  

memory game for Marlene.   Dinner is fried chicken, coleslaw, potatoes and rice.  Nathan inhales his 

ƳŜŀƭ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎƛƴƎΦ  IŜ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ŜŀǘŜƴ ǾŜǊȅ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǘŀǎǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ 

enjoy good conversation.   

Nathan puts on the movie, How to train a dragon, a good movie that the kids will 

surely like.  Dorcus, John and I talk about all kind of stuff but I turn them onto the 

prodigy artist Akiane. (http://www.artakiane.com/)  She is amazing and has been 

drawing and painting since she was 4 years old.  Some of her paintings have sold for as 

much as $3,000,000 and she is now turning 17. When she was 8 she painted Jesus as 

she saw him in her visions. {ƘŜΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ƻƴ hǇǊŀƘΣ /bbΣ ŜǘŎ ōut I had never heard about 

her until I read a book called Heaven is for Real.  It is written by the father of a 4 year 

old boy who meets Jesus in heaven and talks about his experiences.   

http://www.artakiane.com/


We say our goodbyes as it is about 9:15pm ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƛǊŜŘΦ  !ǎ ǿŜ ƘŜŀŘ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ 

house, I talk to John about an observation I had when in Paris.  As I was standing in the premier line to 

enter the plane to Nairobi I noticed that all the other people in line with me were not holding any type 

of proof of their status to be in the line.  I had out my Delta card proving that I could be in this line.  The 

ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ōƻŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǇŀǎǎŜǎ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŀǎƪ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƛǘΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ōƻŀǊŘƛƴƎ Ǉŀǎǎ ǘƻ 

indicate that I had this type of status so I was almost embarrassed that I had my card out.  I then realized 

that our culture in the US is about striving to reach a certain level of achievement and then having the 

ability to prove it.  In Europe and I realized that it was like this aǎ ǿŜƭƭ ƛƴ !ŦǊƛŎŀ ǿŀǎ ƛǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŜ 

ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǎǘŀƴŘƻǳǘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎΦ  L ƪƴƻǿ ƛǘ ƳƛƎƘǘ ǎƻǳƴŘ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ 

ǘǊƛǘŜ ōǳǘ ǿƘŜƴ L ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ Ƴȅ ƻǿƴ ƭƛŦŜ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ L ǎŜŜ ƛƴ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ŀǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǘǊǳŜΤ LΩƳ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ 

having to defend my position of thought/accomplishment/achievement.  Our culture is established in a 

άǇǊƛŘŜŦǳƭκǎŜƭŦέ ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŀǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǘƻ ǳǎ ŀǎ ōǊŜŀǘƘƛƴƎΦ  ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎƛǎǘŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

Lord who have overcome this disease.  They focus not their work, achievements or position, they rest in 

the Lord and all that He has done and continues to do in them, through them and for them. 

Day 4 

Sleep is a wonderful thing.  I was able to get a couple of hours in before waking up and then got back to 

sleep and grabbed a total of about 7 hours.  It rained early this morning and that will make walking 

through Kibera interesting.  We attend breakfast and organize our stuff for we are going to be leaving a 

couple of suitcases here at the mission house since weΩƭƭ ōŜ ōŀŎƪ ƻƴ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅΦ  ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ м ƭŀǊƎŜ 

suitcase, a carry on and a duffle bag full of soccer balls and candy we bring for the children.  This year we 

ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ нр ōŀƭƭǎ ŦǊƻƳ hƭƛǾƛŀΩǎ ǎƻŎŎŜǊ ǘŜŀƳΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛǊŘ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǘŜŀƳ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ Řƻƴŀted 

balls for the children.  It is a blessing to have such loving people who care about others in our lives. 

John picks us up and I decide to bring some candy and 3 soccer balls for the children at the church.  We 

park our car just outside of Kibera and are met by the Pastor who will walk with us about ½ a mile 

through what many have called the worst slums in the world.  Poverty is poverty but in Kibera there is 

actually a social structure to poverty.  I am really interested in seeing how Nathan takes the 

environment as we walk from the top portion of the slums to the lower area where poverty keeps on 

getting more pronounced.  I do have to say what amazes me is that though you are in an area that has a 

tremendous need for the basics of life, no one has ever begged to me for a single thing.  They do not 

look upon me as a source for themselves but possibly the community so it would be wrong for one of 

them to approach me for themselves.  Definitely a different culture then the one we live in.  

Fortunately for uǎ ǘƘŜ Ǌŀƛƴ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ǘƻƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇǳŘŘƭŜǎ ƻǊ ƳǳŘŘƛƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǎƭǳƳǎ 

increasingly get worse as we head down hill.  At the top there are more structured houses and 

businesses.  There are lots of small businesses set up along the road which is about 5-7 yards wide.  Kind 

ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩŘ Ŏŀƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƘƻǇǇƛƴƎ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻ ǎƛƎƴǎ ǘƻ ƭŜǘ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǎƻ WƻƘƴ 

kiddingly tells Nathan that he is in charge of marking our way so we can return to the car.  Nathan is 

quite and not saying too much.  John tries to ease any type of uncomfortable feeling he might have by 

ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ƘƛƳ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅΦ  bŀǘƘŀƴΩǎ ƻƴŜ ǿƻǊŘ ŀƴǎǿŜǊǎ ǘŜƭƭ ƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǎŜƴǎƻǊȅ 

overload.  We walk past a man leaning forward taking a pee in the middle of the path we are walking on 



ŀƴŘ ƴƻ ƻƴŜ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƻ ŜǾŜƴ ƴƻǘƛŎŜΦ  LΩǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻƴŜ ōȅ ǎƻƳŜ ƘƻƳŜƭŜǎǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ 

everyone notices and is disgusted by it.   

After about 15 minutes of walking through the various garbage, sewage and other unidentifiable things, 

we make it to the church which is actually the school.  This is my 3rd time at this church and I notice 

some familiar faces.  The church sits about 40 and we enter while worship is going on.  They sit Nathan 

and I up front ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŜŀƴǎ L ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǾŜ WƻƘƴ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ǎƛǘǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ƛƴǘŜǊǊǳǇǘŜǊΦ  LΩƳ 

ǎǳǊŜ ǿŜΩƭƭ ƳŀƴŀƎŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ŦƛƴŜΦ   

The worship is heartfelt and uplifting.  They sing in Swahili first and then translate into English.  They 

have on electric keyboard and 4 people on microphones.  African services are typically longer then US 

ones.  They invite people up to the front to tell what the Lord has done for them as a testimony which 

depending on what is happening in the church can take some time.  Also there is a lot of recognition to 

ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ƴŜǿ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ  L ŀƳ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ǘƘŜ ƎƛŦǘǎ LΩǾŜ 

brought; candy and 3 soccer balls.  Since they are deflated I decide to go outside and fill them up with 

air.  This brings the children to me and I am now in Heaven.  I love to spend time with the children.  They 

are so happy to be getting some attention.  I take their picture and they get all excited about that.   

I hand out the balls and they start 

playing running up and down the 

sƭƻǇŜŘ ƎǊƻǳƴŘΦ  ²ŜΩǾŜ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ¢ƻƻǘǎƛŜ 

Pops with us this trip and I hand them 

out which brings another smile.  Then I 

make a mistake, I leave them and the 

balls and go inside.  The mistake is this, 

they are children and they will continue 

to get louder and louder as they play.  

Also the balls are at times being 

knocked into the side of the church 

which is made of thin corrugated 

metal.  It becomes a distraction so I 

head outside with the other Sunday 

School teacher and we collect the balls 

and the fun is over, at least for now. 

It is getting late and John wants to make sure we get to the plane 2 hours before we leave which is 

4:30pm.  It is now about 12:40pm and I look back to see if he wants to go.  The Pastor is preaching on 

the power of prayer which is a great topic. I notice that John has gotten up and left so Nathan and I walk 

Ǉŀǎǘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǘƻ ŜȄƛǘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪΦ  L ƪƴŜǿ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎƛǘ ǳǇ ŦǊƻƴǘΦ  ²Ŝ ǎŀy good 

bye to the Pastor and head back to the car.   

The walk back is a little longer as we miss the turn which is so understandable.  We head from Kibera to 

the opposite side of the spectrum and that is lunch at Java House which is like eating in the middle of a 



suburban high end mall.  We meet Dorcus and the girls.  Also there is Penina who is helping Dorcus with 

the baby.  The interesting thing about her is she is Masai and at 18 years old she has already been 

ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΦ  IŜǊ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ƛǎ ŀ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ŀƴŘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ƘŜǊ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƳǇǳǊŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ 

the marriage so she has her working with Dorcus.  She also has these round brandings on her checks and 

WƻƘƴ ǎŀȅǎ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ŜȅŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǎƻƳŜ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜ ōǳǘ ƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƪǎ ƛǘ ŀ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴ Ƨǳǎǘ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ 

broken.  She is shy when spoken to and you can tell that attention makes her uncomfortable.   

The lunch was good.  The girls ordered chicken tenders, which gives me hope for my daughter since that 

is the only food group she consistently eats.  I have a cheese burger with spicy chips/fries, very good.  It 

is nice to spend time wƛǘƘ WƻƘƴΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ǿŜƭƭ ōŜƘŀǾŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ƛǎ Ŧǳƴ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳΦ  

bŀǘƘŀƴ ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜǎ м ŎƘƛŎƪŜƴ ōǊŜŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ƘŀǇǇȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘΦ  WƻƘƴ ƴƻǘƛŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǎƪǎ ǘƘŜ ƎƛǊƭǎ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŀƴǘ 

any of it.  They have about half of it and then he says that the dogs at home can have the rest.  He says 

that good food like this should be put to its intended use.  I wish my daughter could have heard that.  A 

great reminder just how important it is to appreciate all that is given to us. 

We make it to the domestic part of ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊǇƻǊǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ LΩǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴΦ  ²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀǊǊƛǾŜ ǳƴǘƛƭ ŀōƻǳǘ 

3:15 much later than John had thought.  The plane is like a commuter jet you take from Atlanta to 

Nashville or Charlotte.  As we are heading up the stairs to the jet, one guy asks if Nathan wants to sit in 

the cockpit for the flight.  We were like, yes very cool. But unfortunately the person ahead of us was 

ŀǎƪŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƎŀǘŜ ŀƎŜƴǘ ǎƻ ƘŜΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǎƛǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜΦ  LΩƳ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΣ ƛŦ ƘŜ ƛǎ ǎƛǘǘƛƴƎ 

in the cockpit in the co-pilots seat, where is the co-pilot sitting?  My guess there is only one pilot pre-

plane.  A little scary.  We arrive in about 35 minutes and what has taken me over 6 hours in the past few 

trips, is now over before I could finish my water.   

I had been tryiƴƎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ŀ ƘƻƭŘ ƻŦ tƘƻŜōŜ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ŀ ƘƻƭŘ ƻŦ ƘŜǊΦ  L ŀǎƪŜŘ 

5ƻǊŎǳǎ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŎƘ ƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘΦ  ²ƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǘƻǳŎƘŜŘ Řƻǿƴ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ƛŦ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƻ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ 

ǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǳǎΦ  ! ǘŜȄǘ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ǇƘƻƴŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ tƘƻŜōŜΩǎ ǎƻƴǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǳǎΦ  L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ 

ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƭƻƻƪ ƭƛƪŜ ōǳǘ LΩƳ ŀǎǎǳƳƛƴƎ ǿŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ tƘƻŜōŜΩǎ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΣ wƛŎƘŀǊŘΣ 

who greets us first with her sons, Paul and Martin following behind.   

They take us to the church where Phoebe is hosting a conference of church leaders from the Kisumu 

area.  As we walk in, a US Pastor is speaking to the group of about 40 of them about Psalm 133:3.  He is 

ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ƛƴǾŜǎǘ ƛƴ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΦ  IŜ ŘƻŜǎ 

an excellent job of sharing with examples from his own ministry.  After about 30 minutes he ends and 

tƘƻŜōŜ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜǎ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŀǎƪǎ ƳŜ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŜƳ ŀ ǿƻǊŘΦ  5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ tŀǎǘƻǊΩǎ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ǊŜǾŜŀƭŜŘ 

to me that all he was talking about, which included the 5 fold ministries that churches were desiring, 

must begin with love.  I said to them that if each one of them loved one person everyday for a month 

and then multiple this by the 40 of them there would be 1,200 people that were loved when before they 

werenΩǘΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ ƳǳƭǘƛǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘŀǊǘǎ ǊŜǾƛǾŀƭΦ  L ƘŜŀǊŘ ŀƳŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǊŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ 

that built my faith. 

Getting Phoebe to leave anywhere is very difficult because everyone wants to talk with her.  Pastor after 

Pastor wanted to talk with her, thank her for her hospitality and just recognize her.  That take a while 



and she wanted us to get going.  I was glad that we were going to be staying at the orphanage at her 

home.  Once we got her in the car and began to back out, a young man who was drunk wanted to talk 

with me and he was hanging on the door as the car was slowly moving.  As she called for the Pastor who 

knew him, he kept on wanting to talk and was getting a little louder and more obnoxious.  Phoebe got 

out of the car and held his hand and directed him away from the car and towards the others who knew 

him.  She was so peaceful and gentle.  It was a beautiful thing to see. 

We arrive at the orphanage and it is wonderful to see the children.   They have made some changes in 

sleeping arrangements due to some water leaks.  The children are watching TV and it is very normal.  

The older children care for the younger ones.  It is very systematic and the food distribution goes 

without pushing or shoving, cutting in line or unhappy faces for wƘŀǘΩǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀǘŜΦ  ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ŘƛƴƴŜǊ 

after all is done with the children.  Nathan is eating chicken stew with rice, ugali and sumuwaki.   A true 

Africa meal.  John her husband joins us and we enjoy good conversation. 

We retire to bed and it has been an awesome day, Praise the Lord.  For being with the children of God 

all day is such a blessing.  Joyfully I went to bed. 

Day 5  

L ǿŀƪŜ ǳǇ ŀǘ тΥмрŀƳ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ŀǎǘƻƴƛǎƘŜŘ L ǎƭŜǇǘ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ƴƛƎƘǘΦ  Lǘ ǿŀǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ 

know that 89 children had left foǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŀƴŘ L ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ƘŜŀǊŘ ŀ ǘƘƛƴƎΦ  ¢Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘΦ  ²Ŝ 

can barely get one child out of the house with some kind of issue.  There is a lot to learn from all of this. 

Nathan is ready in no time and we sit down to breakfast.  Phoebe was already at the market at 6:00am 

to negotiate the sales of tomatoes she had gathered from the farm.  

Our day is going to begin with a trip to the market, a visit to school and then we will head to the firm 

about 1:15 minutes away in Nyamongya.  As we head out of the orphanage I begin to try to connect 

ǿƛǘƘ tŀǎǘƻǊ YŀǊŀƴƛ ŦƻǊ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿΩǎ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŜŘǎΦ  aȅ ǇƘƻƴŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘ ǎƻ L ŀǎƪ tƘƻŜōŜ ǘƻ ǘǊȅΦ  

{ƘŜ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƛƳ ŀƴŘ ƘŀƴŘǎ ƳŜ ǘƘŜ ǇƘƻƴŜΦ  !ǎ L ōŜƎƛƴ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ LΩƳ ŜȄǇŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ 

follow based on past emails it becomes evident that my ability to communicate about the financial 

numbers are not being understood so I hand the phone to Phoebe to discuss in detail.  I have dealt with 

people like Pastor Karani before; not exactly upfront about the costs or helping setting expectations.  

Phoebe tries to pin point him down on the cost per bunk bed.  First it is 8,000 schillings for just the bed 

and then it was 10,000 for the beds, mattresses and bedding.  Then the 10,000 was just for beds and not 

for maǘǘǊŜǎǎŜǎΦ  {ƻ tƘƻŜōŜ ǿŀǎ ƭŀǳƎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƎŜǘ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƻ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊΦ   

Enough with that cloud of deception, the Lord will straighten it all out and we are off to the school to 

see the children.  Phoebe had to build a new school because the old one was built on a foundation that 

was crumbling.  As usual, Phoebe has done a tremendous job in accomplishing a goal; a new school, 

ōƛƎƎŜǊ ŀƴŘ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǿŜƭŦŀǊŜ ƛƴ ŦƻŎǳǎΦ  сло ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ Ǝƻ ǘƘƛǎ 

school in 12 teaching rooms.  These are much more spacious compared to the last ones.  It is such a joy 

to see the children.  They are all taking exams so they are mixing classes so that the children sitting next 

ǘƻ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘŜǎǘΦ  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǊŜal wisdom!   



The children are happy and full of smiles.  This 

school is for primary through middle school. 

Age is not as important here as it is completing 

the curriculum.  Many children start school at 

different ages because of their home situation.  

It is a community that embraces the members 

of the community.  Everyone is important.  We 

go to the pre-school area and kindergarten 

classes where we are greeted with hugs, smiles 

and exuberance of per joy.  I am so blessed I 

cannot even describe how I feel.   

They come running to me and it is like an ocean wave of love and acceptance.  We had bought some 

candy at the store on Sunday and Nathan begins to give them some.  Very organized and no one was 

pushing or shoving.  As we were waiting for the video camera to charge, we go back and start pick up 

the children and tossing and catching them.  Nathan is like a big kid and he is smiling ear to ear. I pray: 

Thank you Lord for giving me such a tremendous young man to call my son.  Father I ask that you bless 

him with a heart to serve you and to be used mightily to further your Kingdom.   

²Ŝ ƴƻǿ ƘŜŀŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǊƳ ōǳǘ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŀ ǎǘƻǇ ŀǘ Ƴȅ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ ǇƭŀŎŜΣ bŀƪǳƳŀǘǘΦ  LǘΩǎ ŀƴ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ ¢ŀǊƎŜǘ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ƛǎ 

packed every time we visit there.  We want to get some items for the trip; water, snacks, Chicken pies 

for lunch (these are like pizza pockets that have chicken in them) and I get a taste of my first Coke Light.  

Ahh, tastes great!      

The trip consists of 5 of us; Richard ς tƘƻŜōŜΩǎ 

driver, Mary ς close personal friend of Phoebe 

and a widowed nurse, Phoebe, Nathan and I.  

They have a lot of fun with me as I try to 

annunciate different Swahili.  Times goes by 

fast.  We did make one stop to take a very 

ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ŀ ǊƻŀŘΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀƴȅ 

ǊƻŀŘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ ǘƻ .ŀǊǊŀŎƪ hōŀƳŀΩǎ 

ƎǊŀƴŘƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǿƛŘŜƴ ƛǘ ŀƴŘ 

she explains that she now has 3 body guards to 

protect her.  This reminds me of the time 2 

years ago that KŜƴȅŀ ǘƻƻƪ ŀ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ ŦƻǊ .ŀǊǊŀŎƪΩǎ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƛƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦{Φ  ¢ƘŜȅ ǘǊǳƭȅ ƭƻǾŜ ƘƛƳ ƘŜǊŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ 

time goes by fast and before you know it we are at the farm. 

The farm sits on 15 acres which has as one of its borders Lake Victoria.  This is perfect for irrigation and 

provides a nice breeze for the workers.  From my stand point it is just beautiful.  Now to get into the 

story of the vision Phoebe has for this farm.  Here you go: She wants to help the people of this area to 

see the value of the fertile land the Lord Ƙŀǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŜƳΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǇƻǾŜǊǘȅ ōǳǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻΦ  {ƻ 

Phoebe began tearing down the bush, tilling the ground and planting.  This all began in late November.  



LΩƳ ǘƻǘŀƭƭȅ ōƭƻǿƴ ŀǿŀȅ ŀǘ ǿƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ƛƴ п ƳƻƴǘƘǎΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƎǊƻǿƴ ǘƻƳŀǘƻŜǎ ƛƴ ŀ ŎȅŎƭe where 

they can harvest about $100 per day as each day. It is amazing to see what I see.  They also are planting 

cabbage and other crops.  They have a row of plants that they have planted with the locals to show 

them what is possible.  Sowing seed into thŜ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ 

shows them.  It is ŀƭƭ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ tƘƻŜōŜΩǎ ǇƭŀƴΦ 

As we come the children find us.  Nathan has some of the candy left over and provides it to children.  He 

is starting to learn how to engage without being prompted.  Great to see.  We also find out that the 

ƳƻƴƪŜȅǎ ŀǊŜ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǇǎ ŀƴŘ bŀǘƘŀƴ ƛǎ ƭƛƪŜ ƳƻƴƪŜȅǎΣ LΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ǎŜŜ ƻƴŜΦ  As we walk towards the lake 

there is bush to our left and that is where they are, but they are clever and very quick not to be seen.  

We see none on the way down.  As we walk to the lake they begin to pump water for irrigation up the 

hill at about 150 yards from the water.  This is simple irrigation, long black pipe connected together with 

black tape.  Every so often there is a leak and water sprays everywhere.  The concept is that the water 

will run down hill and cover the entire area of plants.  Good idea.  They pump is a Honda 5.5 horsepower 

gasoline fueled pump.  They would like to purchase a much larger diesel pump which would cost about 

$500. We then decide to rest our feet in the lake.  The water is warm and refreshing.  The shoreline is 

full of snail shells and the sand is a dark brown.  It is a nice rest.   

As we head back up the hill, everyone is on the lookout for a monkey.  Mary is leading the way and says 

there is one, and before Nathan can race up to the top the monkey retreats back into the bush.  Darn.  

As we reach the top of the hill, Joseph the head farmer walks into an opening in the bush and sees a 

large money, he calls Nathan into the bush and byefore he gets there the monkey is gone.  LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ 

bŀǘƘŀƴΩǎ Řŀȅ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƭƭǳǎƛǾŜ ƳƻƴƪŜȅΦ   

Phoebe introduces me to 2 very unbelievable people; 

Consleta ς 78 and John 80.  Consleta has lost all of her 

children to AIDS and now is so happy to work in the field.  

She makes 200 schillings a day which is about $2.40 and 

takes care of her 6 grandchildren.  She does not complain. 

All she does is work.  It is pure humility which I am blessed to 

touch.  John is a widower who lost all of his children to AIDS 

as well and has 3 grandchildren.  He works hard to clear the 

fields so he can earn the 200 schillings.   

Each has asked Phoebe to make sure when they die that 

she will take the children which she has promised but 

she encourages them that their work is not done here 

and the children are so blessed to have such loving and 

ŎŀǊƛƴƎ ƎǊŀƴŘǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ tƘƻŜōŜΩǎ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ farm 

that has given them hope.   



Mary has a patient she needs to see, a young boy who was bitten by a rabid dog.  She has to give him a 

shot in the leg.  He looks very lethargic.  The shots cost 15,000 schillings or about $18.00 and he needs 5 

of them once a week for 5 weeks.  This is his first one.  Mary gets it from the Chemist or Pharmacist. As a 

nurse she has a card that allows her to obtain all types of medicines which is good because she can help 

many people but also scary because what if there are people whosŜ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŀǎ ǇǳǊŜΦ  

 As we wait for Phoebe to come up from the fields, 3 young boys come 

over with their really cool custom built toy cars.  One of them has a 

steering wheel at the top of it with a turn able shaft which turns the 

wheels.  Truly ingenious.   

As we head back to Kisumu we make one more stop and that is to see 

tƘƻŜōŜΩs 100 acre parcel of land.  It is huge flat field that with trees 

ǎǇƻǊŀŘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘΦ  tƘƻŜōŜ ŀǎƪǎ ƳŜΣ ά5ŀǊǊƛƴΣ ǿƘŀǘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ 

ǎŜŜ ƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘΚέ ²ƻǿΣ L ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀ ƳƛƴǳǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ōƛƎ 

question.  Since this area is in need of a good school for children I 

suggest a primary school and then eventually a high school.  Phoebe 

also wants to create a place for training for Christian leadership and 

education.  This place is large enough for all of this plus a sporting field 

for soccer, cricket, etc.   

We arrive back at the orphanage and the young children are already there.  Its time for tootsie pops.  

LΩƳ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ǎǿŀǊƳŜŘ ōȅ ǘŜƘƳΦ  L ǘŜŀŎƘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ Ŏŀƭƭ ƳŜ ¦ƴŎƭŜ 5 ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ aŀȊǳƴƎǳΦ  ²Ŝ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

room and start to dance and just be silly.  It is pure joy as we celebrate life together.  It is such a blessing 

to be here.  All the things of work are as far from me as east is to west.  Nathan is out there running 

around giving piggy back rides and he is getting tired.  He such a big kid himself.  He is looking forward to 

showing them the movie tonight.  I have 2 young children stuck to me like glue; Sheldon and Rebecca.  

They actually push each other to make sure they have my hand.  I get to love on them and my heart is 

full.   

²ƘŜƴ ƛƴ tƘƻŜōŜΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ƘŜǊ ŎƘƛldren are so helpful and supportive of all the work that needs to be 

done.  I heard a song on the TV which reminded me that I had the same song on my iPad.  I gave it to 

tǳǊƛǘȅΣ tƘƻŜōŜΩǎ мф ȅŜŀǊ ƻƭŘ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜ ƛǎ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘΦ  {ƘŜΩǎ ǎŜŜƴ ƻƴŜ ƻƴ ¢± ōǳǘ ƴŜver in person.  I 

ǎƘƻǿ ƘŜǊ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ƎŀƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƴƎǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƛ¢ǳƴŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜ ƛǎ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ƪƛŘ ƛƴ ŀ ŎŀƴŘȅ ǎǘƻǊŜΦ  LǘΩǎ Ŧǳƴ ǘƻ 

watch people experience some pretty cool technology.  As I go to spend time with the children, I ask 

Nathan to go down load our viŘŜƻ ƛƳŀƎŜǎ ǘƻ Ƴȅ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊΦ  IŜΩǎ ƎƻƴŜ ŀ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ƭƻƴƎ ǘƛƳŜ ǎƻ L ŎƘŜŎƪ ƛƴ 

ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŜΩǎ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ŀ ōƻŀǊŘ ƎŀƳŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ {ŜǉǳŜƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ tǳǊƛǘȅΦ  LǘΩǎ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ 

board game can keep him entertained.   

After eating dinner Nathan heads to the younƎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǊƻƻƳ ǘƻ ǎŜǘ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǾƛŜΦ  L ǎǘŀȅ ōŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ 

spend typing in the journal.  Phoebe is tired and is heading to bed.  She tells me instead of leaving at 

тΥллŀƳ ǎƘŜ ǿŀƴǘǎ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǾŜ ŀǘ уΥллŀƳ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƎƛǾŜ bŀǘƘŀƴ ǎƻƳŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǎƭŜŜǇΦ  LΩƳ ƭƛƪŜ ƛf you 



ƴŜŜŘ ǳǎ ǳǇ ŀǘ тΥллŀƳ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ Ƨǳǎǘ ŦƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΣ άL ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ƘŜ ƎŜǘǎ ǊŜǎǘΣ ƘŜΩǎ Ƴȅ ǎƻƴ ǘƻΦέ  

LΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŀǘΦ   

Day 6 

The big day is upon us.  We are heading to Kisii to pick up the bunk beds and have them delivered to the 

ƻǊǇƘŀƴŀƎŜΦ  LΩƳ ƘƻǇŜŦǳƭ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ ǿƛƭƭ Ǝƻ ǿŜƭƭ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ŀƳ ŦƻǊŜǾŜǊ ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭ ǘƘŀǘ tƘƻŜōŜΣ WƻƘƴ ς her 

husband, Mary are going with Nathan and I.  We are going to head to the bank to pick up the money 

that everyone has donated.  Christine sent the money last Friday and it arrived on late yesterday.  I had 

sent $500.00 last week for a deposit and now we have $2,500 transferred monies.  It is 200,000 

Schillings which is  a good sum of money from a Kenyan perspective.  We are also going to pick up 

Pauline, PhoeōŜΩǎ мт ȅŜŀǊ ƻƭŘ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ŀǿŀȅ ŀǘ ōƻǊŘŜǊƛƴƎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŦƻǊ ƎƛǊƭǎΦ  {ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƻƴ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅΦ  

Before we leave we head to the Nakumatt store, which means elephant in Swahili, for some drinks.  In 

Africa they still use Coke bottles and when we get in the car I have a bottle of Coke Light and I ask 

Phoebe if she has a bottle opener.  She says sure and I give her the bottle.  As I turn around to see if she 

has one, she is opening the bottle with her teeth.  Nathan is amazed that she would do that.  She says 

that is what Africans do to open bottles. 

It takes about 2 hours to get to Kisii.  The plan is to meet Pastor Karani at a local hotel and drive to the 

orphanage with the beds.  Phoebe told me that he wants me to go to their church for just 10 minutes.  I 

have no problem going to his church for prayer but Phoebe recognizes that it might be a staged play that 

he is looking for financial support for the building of the church.  I told her prayer is a fine but please let 

ƘƛƳ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƻƴƭȅ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ǿƘȅ LΩƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ. 

We arrive at Kisii and are greeted by Pastor Karani, Eunice and of course Mary. Nathan is a little 

ǘŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ aŀǊȅ ŀ ƘǳƎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎǘƻǇ ƘŜǊΣ ǎƘŜ ƎƛǾŜǎ ƘƛƳ ƻƴ ǳƴǘƛƭ Ƙƛǎ ŜȅŜǎ ōǊƛƎƘǘŜƴΦ ²Ŝ 

begin to organize the plan and of course things arenΩǘ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ 

what is scheduled.  LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ ŀ 

short prayer and it is right on the way.  No problem and 

tƘƻŜōŜ ƭŜǘǎ ƘƛƳ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀƴȅ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ мл 

minutes.  So we first visit the place where the beds are being 

made.  The group of workers is bending metal, welding steel, 

spray painting and stacking. They have about 12 more to do 

before they can ship out.  That means another 2-3 hours but 

LΩƳ ǇǊŜŘƛŎǘƛƴƎ ƭŀǘŜǊΦ  LǘΩǎ ƴƻǿ ммΥолŀƳΦ    

We then go to the mattress and blanket shop.  A very nice woman Mary is donating 30 blankets 27 bed 

ǎƘŜŜǘǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŀ ƘǳƎŜ ƎƛŦǘΦ  {ƘŜ ƻŦŦŜǊǎ ǳǎ ōŀƴŀƴŀǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ LΩƳ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƻ ŜŀǘΦ  ²Ŝ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ǘƘŜ 

bedding and mattresses for 55,520 Schillings.  I forgot t o mention about the money situation here.  

When we took out the 200,000 Schillings it was given to us in 1,000 schilling increments.  So I was 

walking around with all this cash in my pockets like a gangster.  Wads of cash, big shooter.   

Phoebe has a great plan, she tells one of the gǳȅǎ ƛƴ tŀǎǘƻǊ YŀǊŀƴƛΩǎ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǘƻ ǎǘŀȅ ōŀck and get the drive 

organized ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ōŜŘǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŀǘǘǊŜǎǎŜǎΦ  ²Ŝ ƘŜŀŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻǊǇƘŀƴŀƎŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ 



be ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƭƛƪŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƪŜ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ LΩǾŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳ ƴƻǘ to do it, but 

first the stop at the church. The church is down this dirt road off a side road off a beaten path.  Remote.  

As we are driving down the road we ask Nathan, do you know where you are, and he says no, and we 

ǎŀȅ ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōǳǎƘέΦ  Lǘ ƎŜǘǎ a laugh from everyone.   

When we arrive there is about 20 people to greet 

us in song and fellowship.  It is a nice feeling to be 

ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜŘ ƛƴ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ǿŀȅΦ  bŀǘƘŀƴΩǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƘŜŀǊŘ 

anything like this before.  During the middle of the 

worship song one of the ladies busts out in a 

ǎŎǊŜŀƳ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǊƻƭƭƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ǘƻƴƎǳŜΦ  LǘΩǎ ƭƛƪŜ L 

remember from movies whenever they showed an 

African Warrior cry before going into battle.  The 

church is also unique because the edge of the roof 

comes to my forehead.  It has a shrunken 

entrance.  It is made of mud and sticks and has a 

metal roof as do most Kenyan structures outside the city.  As we complete our worship song the Pastor 

comes and greets us.  He begins to speak of the importance of this church and its purpose for the 

community.  They invite Phoebe to speak as an honored guest.  She is a Pastor of her church and a 

strong Christian leader in Kisumu and they recognize that.  She has kind words for them and wishes their 

church well in serving the community.  She introduces me which I was expecting but at the moment I 

have not planned any type of speech.  I will let the Holy Spirit give me the words to speak.  

L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ ǿƘŀǘ L ǎŀƛŘ ōǳǘ L ǿŀǎ ŦƻŎǳǎƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 

strengthening of the Body of Christ, that their purpose is to intersect with the lives of the lost and this 

place will help them be strong when confronting the forces of evil that stand against the advancement 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ DƻŘΦ  ¢Ƙŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ά±ƛŎǘƻǊƛƻǳǎέ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘ WŜǎǳǎ ŀƴŘ άbƻ ²ŜŀǇƻƴ ŦƻǊƳŜŘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜƳ 

ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊƻǎǇŜǊέΦ  tƘƻŜōŜ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ L ŀƳ ŀ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ŦƛƭƭŜŘ Ƴŀƴ ŀƴŘ L ƻƴƭȅ ǿƛǎƘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǘǊǳŜ ŜǾŜǊȅ 

moment of every day of my life.  There are so many times that I wish I let the Holy Spirit speak for me 

but unfortunately I get in the way.  So we leave the church and head to the orphanage.   

²Ŝ ŀǊǊƛǾŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƻǊǇƘŀƴŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ L ƘŀŘ ƘƻǇŜŘ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜΤ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀǊŜ ƎŀǘƘŜǊŜŘ 

there to greet us and singing songs about Jesus.  It feels a little staged when they start to use my name 

ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƴƎ ŀǎ ά5ŀǊǊƛƴΣ aȅ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘŜǊέ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ άWŜǎǳǎΣ aȅ {ŀǾƛƻǊέΦ  ¢ƘƛƴƎǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 

ƻǊǇƘŀƴŀƎŜ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ L ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ  !ƴŘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜ ǊƻƻƳ ǿƘŜǊŜ L 

first met the children of River Road Orphanage in 2010.   

Lǘ ƛǎ ƭƛƪŜ ŘŞƧŁ Ǿǳ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ ǿƘŀǘ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 

want.  A full set of pageantry for us which 

ƛƴ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ƛǎƴΩǘ ōŀŘ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀǊŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƛǘ 

as part of some music or art festival but 

ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ƘŜǊŜΦ tƘƻŜōŜ ǘells me 

during the songs that the Kenyan 



Government has a rule that only one song should be played for a visitor if the intent is to honor them.  

We are at this point in song 3 with more to come.  The first girl to speak is a 13 year old girl named, Faith 

but in Kisii language it is pronounced Fate.  She reads a poem  and though I have a hard time hearing the 

words it is very much like the poem that was read to me last time.  Then another girl gets up and sings a 

song and I am smiling at them and clapping but within me I am not happy with Pastor Karani.   

After a few more numbers there is a song and dance with 2 of the middle school aged girls.  During the 

song they ask Nathan and I to dance with them and it becomes a lot of fun for everyone as 2 

uncoordinated white men try to dance African while wearing purple and green boas.  It gets a lot of 

laughs and the children are smiling. After this song we have one more and this is a long song which 

included both some of the boys and girls which also included dancing for Nathan and I.  It is so funny to 

find out what the song was actually about.  Phoebe and Mary thought it was really weird that they were 

singing a song so passionate about girls who tell their mothers no, get caught up with the wrong crowd, 

have babieǎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǿŜŘƭƻŎƪ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ŀ ŘƛǎƎǊŀŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΦ  bƻǘ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩŘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜΩŘ ōŜ 

dancing to and celebrating as if a sports team won a world championship.   

After this Phoebe is asked to speak again.  She reads out of Isaiah 43 and promises the children that they 

are not to be afraid for their Father in Heaven has said that He is the Father of all and He will protect 

them.  After this I am going to speak and I kept it short and I focused my time on praying for the children 

individually.  Each child was to come forward and I would pray for them and then they would receive a 

Tootsie Pop.    

This was such a special time for me as I would allow the Holy Spirit to bring to me specific prayer 

requests for each child.  I would at times, lay my hand on their head and then lean on it and pray.  It was 

very specific prayers for some of the children; that some would use their hands to glorify the Lord, some 

would be used for Medical support, some for business, some as Pastors, some as compassion workers 

within their communities.  There were 64 prayers and only 62 Tootsie Pops.  I felt horrible about not 

ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŜƴƻǳƎƘΦ  L ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ǘƻ ƳǳƭǘƛǇƭŜ ǘƘŜƳ ǎƻ ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ Ǌǳƴ ƻǳǘΦ ²Ŝ ŘƛŘ ǎŜŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ 

ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ н ǘƘŀǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŀ ǇƛŜŎŜ ƻŦ ŎŀƴŘȅΦ  Lǘ was now about 3pm and still no signs of beds 

ŀƴŘ L ǿŀǎ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƳŜ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƴŜǊǾƻǳǎΦ  ²ŀǎ YŀǊŀƴƛ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ŀ ƎŀƳŜΚ  L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ ǘǊǳǎǘ ƘƛƳ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ 

some of the figures he had used.   



Phoebe picked up on the fact that Mary, his sister, was nervous and anxious.  She also noticed that one 

of the girls that had been a sparkling light the one time before when she visited was really down and 

looked out of sorts.  Phoebe has a wonderful understanding of what is going on around her.   ²ŜΩƭƭ ǎƘŜ ƛǎ 

right on both accounts; Mary is nervous because she borrowed 20,000 Schillings as additional monies 

for the down payment for the beds and now 

ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ Ǉŀȅ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŜŘǎ ŀǊǊƛǾŀƭΣ ǎƘŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ 

have money to pay the loan back because the 

figures have been wrong since the beginning, 

The girl is suffering from tonsillitis so Mary our 

nurse heads with Nathan, Pauline and John to 

the local Chemist for some antibiotics.   

Lǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ пΥмр ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŦǊǳǎǘǊŀǘŜŘΦ  bƻ LΩƳ 

tremendously frustrated and Phoebe is 

concerned because we have heard for the past 

hour and a half that they were 20 minutes away.  Pastor Karani is now upfront near the road looking 

towards the direction the beds should be coming from.  That is a good sign.  Finally the beds arrive and 

everyone is a lot more relaxed and happy with their arrival.  The children get right at it trying to take the 

mattresses and bed parts up the hill to the back part of the orphanage.  Everyone is pitching in and it is 

an uplifting atmosphere.  Phoebe tells me that we have a problem wiǘƘ aŀǊȅΩǎ нлΣллл ǎŎƘƛƭƭƛƴƎ ƛǎǎǳŜΦ  

Phoebe wisely suggests that we leave here clean without any loose hanging ends.  We can leave in 

peace.  We do so, I have 10,000, Phoebe puts in 4,000 and Mary puts in 6,000.  I will make them whole 

when we get back to Kisumu but for right now we are done with all financial dealings.  Thank the Lord.   

They are able to get a bed up with mattresses 

ŀƴŘ ōƭŀƴƪŜǘǎ ƻƴ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ǎƻ 

I feel good about the fact they know how to put 

them together and that the children will sleep 

well tonight.  Phoebe tells me that their old beds 

had bed bugs which means those wooden beds 

would have to be burned.  The metal beds we 

got, according to Phoebe, are excellent and will 

last a long time.  I am truly grateful for the gifts 

of the donors because these children deserve to 

feel special and because of these gifts they do. 

We head off back to Kisumu and it is now about 5:15pm.  It has been a long day for everyone and we are 

glad that it is over.  We have just 2 more stops to ƳŀƪŜ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ƭƻƴƎ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƻƴƭȅ ōŜ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ 

soccer balls to 2 lucky children we see as we drive down the road.  I love doing this because the children 

we give the balls to are first of all not expecting them so the surprise on their face is priceless and 

secondly it makes them feel special.  We were able to accomplish both of those experiences for these 2 

boys we gave the balls to.  One of them their older sister had to explain that they were just getting 

blessed and they should be happy.  He was really in shock of having his own ball.   



We arrive back at the orphanage at about 

7:50pm and I am so looking forward to a 

shower and more time with the children.  

This means the world to me.  I hurry 

through the shower and head to the place 

where they congregate while watching TV.  

L ŎƘŜŎƪ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ ŜŀǘŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ 

ƘŀŘΦ  hǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘ L ƘŜŀǊΣ ά¦ƴŎƭŜ 

5Σ ¦ƴŎƭŜ 5έΦ  ¢Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ L ǘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƘŜȅ 

should call me and even the young ones 

ƘŀǾŜ ŎŀǳƎƘǘ ƻƴΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ ǎƻ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭΣ LΩƳ ƛƴ 

heaven.  I want to get some pictures of 4 

special children who all were infected with AIDS and one could not walk because of deformed legs.  Our 

Pastor had prayed for their healing during a 

rival 10 or so years ago and they were all 

healed.  Phoebe told me that one of the 

workers was holding the girl with the 

deformed legs, Skovia, and while Pastor 

prayed for the lame, she pulled her legs 

forwarded to receive the healing.  This bright 

and beautiful young girl is now 12 and is so 

kind and loving that I wanted to take her with 

me.  I also get some fun pictures of Nathan 

and the children as they make silly faces.  

After the picture taking, Phoebe- one of the 

small girls healed of AIDS, asks me to tell them stories.  I ask what type of stories and she says just 

stories of your life in the United States.  It was absolutely touching and about 15 of them gathered 

around me as I told them stories about America.       

I tell them that growing up in the US is similar in a lot of ways as to living in Africa.  Children go to school, 

adults go to work.  I did say that some of the differences is that most people that are above 16 drive a 

ŎŀǊΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ Ŧǳƴƴȅ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ tǳǊƛǘȅ tƘƻŜōŜΩǎ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ǿŀǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜ ƛǎ мф ŀƴŘ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ 

started driving yet.  It is fascinating them because their reality is the orphanage with a combination of 89 

big brothers, big sisters, little sisters and little brothers.   It was a real special time and they cling to me 

as I give them a hug and a kiss good night.   

During dinner I ask Phoebe how often they receive infants.  She and John tell me that the government 

sends them a letter stating that they will receive an infant that is their responsibility for the next 19 

years.  They should be thankful for the opportunity because their license as an orphanage is good 

standing.  They will receive no support from the government in the 19 years they are responsible for 

ǘƘŀǘ ŎƘƛƭŘΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅ ƴŜŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŎƻǊǊǳǇǘΦ  ! ƴŜǿ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ 

of the people who will be running for President including the current Prime Minister are going before 



the ICC to determine their guilt or innocence of organizing riots during the last election.  1000s of people 

died during that terrible time in 2007 and 2008.   

Day 7 

It is Wednesday and our last day ƘŜǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ tƘƻŜōŜΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ƪŜȅǎǘǊƻƪŜǎ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ŦƛƴƎŜǊǎ ǘƻ 

explain the special gift this woman is to so many and I am blessed to be one of those she gifts with her 

love and kindness.  Today we will head to slums, have lunch with a friend Jackton from Mbita and then 

go to the high school and primary school to say good bye to the children.    

²Ŝ ƎŜǘ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ǘƘŜƴ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ŀ ƘŀƭŦ ŀƴ ƘƻǳǊ ƛƴ ŘŜƭŀȅΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƎƛǾŜǎ ƳŜ ŀ 

chance to walk around the orphanage again and visit with the young children who go to school later.  

The children are at school no later than 6:30 am and return home around 5:00 pm.  The younger ones 

get there at about 9:00 am and return around 3:30pm.  This goes on 6 days a week.   There is a worker 

there ǘƘŀǘ LΩǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ōŜŦƻǊŜΦ  IŜǊ ƴŀƳŜ ƛǎ !ƭƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜ ƛǎ ǎǿŜŜǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜ ǿŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜ ōǊŀƴŎƘŜǎΦ  

LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ ƛŦ ǎƘŜΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ǘƻƭŘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎ ƻǊ ƛŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǎƘŜ ŘƻŜǎ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŘŀȅΦ  {ƘŜ ƛǎ ōŀǎƛŎŀƭƭȅ 

ǎǿŜŜǇƛƴƎ ǊƻŎƪǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ŘƛǊǘ ǇŀǘƘΦ  {ƘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎǇŜŀƪ ǘƻ anyone and just goes about her work.  She has 

HIV and Phoebe tells me that she is happy.  That is amazing to me. 

We head to the primary school first 

with 2 soccer balls in tow plus tootsie 

pops for some of the children.  Phoebe 

lets grade 6 both boys and girls come 

out to the recreation area to receive 

soccer balls as a gift.  I present them 

and the fun begins.  The boys already 

have sides picked and are playing in 

ŀōƻǳǘ ол ȅŀǊŘǎ ƻŦ ŀǊŜŀΦ  {ƻƳŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ 

ƘŀǾŜ ǎƘƻŜǎ ƻƴ ōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎǘƻǇ 

them from playing hard and going after 

the ball.  These boys have skills which 

children in the US have their parents 

pay to have them trained.  Here in Africa, the training is the older kids they play with and if they want to 

get better they pay attention.  The girls are playing keep away and running around calling names, get me 

the ball, get me the ball.  It is so much fun to watch.  We are there for about an hour and around 

11:00am we head to the slums which is 

about a mile from where the school is.   

The slums are different here than in 

YƛōŜǊŀΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŜ ǾƻƭǳƳŜ ƻŦ 

structures in a row.  There is about a 

млл ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ tƘƻŜōŜΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ōƻŘȅ 

supports.  We are carrying a bag of 



groceries for 3 families which will help sustain them for about a week or so.  As soon as we arrive to the 

one story structure that houses these families we are greeted by a drunk fellow who is insistent that 

tƘƻŜōŜ ǇǊŀȅ ŦƻǊ ƘƛƳΦ  LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ǿƻǊǊƛŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƘƛƳ ŦƻǊ tƘƻŜōŜ ƪƴƻǿǎ ƘƛƳ ŀƴŘ ŘƻŜǎ ǇǊŀȅ ŦƻǊ ƘƛƳΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ 

are other men in the complex that are asking for our help with food but they are quickly dismissed from 

Phoebe who tells them we are here for a purpose and these 3 families are the recipients today.   

We enter a room with furniture in it; table, couch, 

2 chairs and there is enough for everyone to sit 

down.  Carolyn is the name of the first gift bag of 

food and I come to learn that she is 22 years old, 

has 5 children and is making 50 schillings a day by 

ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳǳƭŀ ƻƴ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ άaƻƻƴ {ƘƛƴŜέ 

for the village people.  She is ashamed that she is 

helping someone do the wrong thing.  Phoebe 

knows she is good with working with her hands 

and therefore she is a prime candidate to work at 

the farm.  We agree that next week she will go to the farm and earn 200 Schillings a day that will help 

her geǘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǾŜǊǘȅ ǎƘŜ ƛǎ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀƴŘ ƘƻǇŜŦǳƭƭȅ ǎƘŜΩƭƭ ƳƻǾŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǊƳ ŀǊŜŀ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

permanently.  She is grateful for the food and I feel like she is going to make the change necessary. 

The next lady is her neighbor named Anna.  Anna sells Omena, small fish from the lake, and business 

ƛǎƴΩǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǿŜƭƭΦ  L ŀƳ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǿƘȅ ƛǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀƴŘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ŀ ŎƭŜŀǊ ŀƴǎǿŜǊΦ  L Řƻ 

ŘƛǎŎŜǊƴ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ ƛǎ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǿǊƻƴƎ ŎǊƻǿŘ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ άŘƛǾƻǊŎŜέ ƘŜǊǎŜƭŦ ƛŦ ǎƘŜ ƛǎ 

ǿŀƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƭƛōŜǊǘȅ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ ŎƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜǎΦ  {ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ о ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿƘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ tƘƻŜōŜΩǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŀǘ ƴƻ ŎƻǎǘΦ  

She also receives the food with gratitude but I have an uneasy feeling that if left alone to herself without 

accountability she will not pull herself out of problem she is in.  Greeting us at the door as we leave is 

our friend who is drunk.  He is still trying to get something from us and is now talking with Nathan.  

Phoebe and some of the other slum residents step in and remove him from us.  He is getting louder but 

that is it. 

The next woman is named Irene and she is a 

leader within this area.  Phoebe has recognized 

it in her as she is the one who distributes 

information to the people about the church 

ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ  

Phoebe wants her to work at the farm as a 

ƭŜŀŘŜǊ ƻǊ ǎǳǇŜǊǾƛǎƻǊ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜΩƭƭ ŜŀǊƴ олл 

Schillings a day.  Irene is going to move to the 

farm and we decided to support her so she will 

not have the burden of rent for the first 6 

months.  This way she can save all her money 



to buy the necessary items for the children and begin to save for rent for the following months.  She is a 

special lady as she has taken in a physically challenged child on top of the 3 of her own.  She appreciates 

all that she receives and you can tell she has a kind heart. 

As we walk out of the slums, Phoebe tells me that they have 100 of these homes the church supports.  

Wow, that is a lot of support from one little church.  She is making a difference in such a big way.  

Always trying to help them in any way she can.  As we continue we are met with additional men who are 

asking for money or anything and by now Nathan and I are ahead just walking and ignoring them.  We 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜƴƎŀƎŜ ǘƘŜƳ ǎƻ ǘƘŜȅ ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ ƎƛǾŜ ǳǇΦ  ²Ŝƭƭ ƴƻǘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳΦ  hǳǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ drunk friend has now 

followed Phoebe all the way about 4 blocks up the street.  He is persistent and she tells him if he tries to 

insist on something from her that she will not only give him nothing today but in the future he will stop 

receiving the food support he gets now.  That ends it.  /ŀǊƻƭȅƴ ƻǳǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ƛǎ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎΦ  LΩƳ 

thinking that she needs to go to the store or something but then I remembered I was in Africa and if 

someone visits with you are to walk with them half way back.  That is so different from us.   

We are off to lunch to meet with Jackton and his friend Bennett from Mbita.  During the past year we 

have helped fund some food support for their school which has about 100 children younger than 2nd 

ƎǊŀŘŜΦ  L ŀǎƪ ǘƘŜƳ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅΩŘ ƭƛƪe to join us for lunch and we sit down and have a very good conversation 

especially about farming with Phoebe.  Jackton explains that he has 3 acres of land that he is now 

planting on with 26 women.  Each has a section of crop and he pays them when it is time to harvest.  

Phoebe offers Jackton an opportunity to bring 3 of their women from the farming project to her new 

farm so they can learn what it takes to strategize the planting cycle, types of fertilizers, irrigation and all 

the other items that will make their land profitable.  Jackton receives this with a great appreciation and I 

will get them connected so in a couple of weeks they can meet again.  I do have to say one very 

ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ WŀŎƪǘƻƴΩǎ Ǿƛǎƛǘ, other than the fact that Nathan finally got to eat pizza at the 

restaurant, is he did not ask for money.  He came with pure intentions and left a righteous man.  I am so 

glad for that for now I can trust him even more.   

²Ŝ ǘƘŜƴ ƘŜŀŘ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ƻǊǇƘŀƴŀƎŜκƘƻǳǎŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƻǳǊ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΦ  ²ŜΩƭƭ ƳŀƪŜ ƻƴŜ ƳƻǊe stop at the high school 

to give them soccer balls.  I do make a pledge that next time I come we will bring shoes instead of soccer 

ōŀƭƭǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǎƘƻŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǎǳŎƘ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƴŜŜŘΦ  L ǎŀȅ ƎƻƻŘ ōȅŜ ǘƻ tƘƻŜōŜΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ 

pleasure getting to know Purity.  She is a fine young lady who respects her parents is a good sibling and 

a tireless worker.  She has waited on us while we were there and I really appreciated it.  I take one more 

walk around the orphanage in prayer.  It has been such a place of blessing for so many and I am thankful 

to the Lord for His provisions. 

There are 200 students at the high 

school and you can definitely tell the 

difference in approach and attitude in 

these students.  They are wiser and 

more mature.  Also a little more 

standoffish compared to the younger 

students.  Phoebe walks us to the farm 



where they have planted a large crop of beans and maze.  The beans are planted in between the maze 

with the idea that the maze will pay for the seeds of the maze and the cost of the chemicals and the 

beans will be all profit.  She also shows me the chicken coop where there are 100 chickens which 

produce eggs for the orphanage and the extras get sold.  The children now have protein they need to 

grow properly.  Her vision is to keep on selling the extras, save the money and buy an incubator so that 

they can hatch the chickens and grow their population to 1,000.  A former student and resident at the 

orphanage runs both the farm and the chickens.  They are happy to help repay Phoebe for all that she 

did for them. 

I have the opportunity to give away the soccer 

balls to 3 different groups.  CƛǊǎǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ōƻȅΩǎ ǎƻŎŎŜǊ 

ǘŜŀƳ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƎƛǊƭΩǎ soccer 

ǘŜŀƳ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǎǘƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ǾƻƭƭŜȅōŀƭƭ ǘŜŀƳΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ 

are appreciative and immediately begin playing 

with the balls.  We are waiting for a game of the 

оΩǎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ пΩǎ ƻǊ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǘŜǊƳƛƴƻƭƻƎȅ WǳƴƛƻǊǎ 

against Seniors.  The field they are playing on is 

rough to say the least.  There are rocks about an 1 

½ in height all over the field and many of the 

ǇƭŀȅŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǎƘƻŜǎΦ  L ŎŀƴΩǘ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜ 

running as fast as they are, playing against some players with shoes and not getting hurt.  But it is a fast 

ǇŀŎŜŘ ƎŀƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ пΩǎ ƎŜǘ ŀƴ ŜŀǊƭȅ ƎƻŀƭΦ 

We head to the airport and it is time to say 

good bye.  It has been such a wonderful time 

being with Phoebe and family.  We give big 

ƘǳƎǎ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ L ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜƳ LΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ 

September, which is what I believe the Lord 

has placed on my heart.  The airport in 

Kisumu is quite simple, you place your bag 

through a metal detector, no shoes are 

needed to be taken off, laptop can stay in 

the bag and the only thing to be concerned 

with are the liquids.  You hope.   

Our flight is only about 40 minutes and we arrive in Nairobi at about 6:50pm.  John is picking us up and 

this time he has Soila his oldest daughter with him.  It is so awesome to see her.  She is growing up and 

is now 10. Big smiles all around and hugǎ ŀǎ ǿŜ ƘŜŀŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƘƻǳǎŜΦ  LΩƳ ǎƻ ƎƭŀŘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ 

ǘƘŜǊŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ŀǘ ƻƴŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ŀǘ WƻƘƴΩǎ ŀƎŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀȅ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ǳƴǿƛƴŘ 

and get ready for the trip tomorrow which includes packing again.   

 



As we arrive at Mayfield it is like being home again.  I explain to Nathan that just a few days ago this 

place was foreign and not very comfortable and today it is like home.  We have access to the internet 

and after 2 ½ hours of journaling, going through the 275 emails that are unopeƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ 

ǿƻǊŘΣ LΩƳ ǊŜŀŘȅ ŦƻǊ ōŜŘΦ  Lǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘǊƛǇ ŀƴŘ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿ ǿŜ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƻŦŦ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ aŀǊŀ ŀƴŘ ǎŀŦŀǊƛΦ 

Day 8 

[ŜŀǾƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ aŀǊŀ ƛǎ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ bŀƛǊƻōƛ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ !ƛǊǇƻǊǘΦ  ²ŜΩƭƭ ōŜ 

taking a prop plane with stops at 2 different lodges before we get to the Serna.  I have been back there 

ǎƛƴŎŜ нллп ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ LΩǾŜ ŜǾŜǊ ōŜŜƴΦ  WƻƘƴ ƎŜǘǎ ǘƻ ²ƛƭǎƻƴ !ƛǊǇƻǊǘ ƛƴ ƴƻ 

time since the children are on holiday for school which means an entire month off.  That happens in 

April, August and December.  We wait about 40 minutes before we take off on a twin engine propeller 

plane with about 15 passengers.   The good news with this flight is that there is a co-pilot when before it 

was a single pilot operation.   

It takes about 40 minutes before the first stop 

and from there it a 7 minute flight and a 4 

minute flight.  You never know if there will be 

any animals in the way on the runway.   Near 

the second stop is about 10 giraffes along the 

runway.   Nathan is getting excited about what 

ǿŜΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ ŀƳ LΦ 

 

 

 

The Serna Mara Hotel is very nice and we arrive in time for tea. We get information that Simon, who is 

WƻƘƴΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΣ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƻǳǊ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΦ  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘΦ  ²Ŝ ƎŜǘ ƛƴǘƻ ƻǳǊ ǊƻƻƳǎ ŀƴŘ ƭǳƴŎƘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ 

until 12:30pm and we are going to meet, 

our new friend Ashesh from India who 

will be joining us on the drive this 

afternoon.   So now there is nothing 

specific to do except wait for lunch so I 

head down to the pool to relax.  The sun 

feels good and it is about 80 degrees.  

There are 2 different groups here; one 

with 36 people the other with 28 

people.   That makes the hotel pretty 

crowded.  I have heard; German, French, 

Indian, Japanese, Australian and some 

Arabic.  Throw us in as Americans and 



ȅƻǳΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ǘƘŜ ¦b ƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aŀǊŀΦ  ²Ŝ ŦƛƴŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǎƻƳŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ ¢ŀƛǿŀƴ ƭŀǘŜǊ ŀǘ 

dinner. 

!ŦǘŜǊ ƭǳƴŎƘ L ƘŜŀŘ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻƻƭ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴ ƘƛƴŘǎƛƎƘǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǎƳŀǊǘΦ  ²Ŝ ƻƴƭȅ ƘŀŘ {tC сл ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƭƛƪŜ 

putting on glue so I touched only the key areas like my head and feet.  I tried to cover myself a lot but I 

came away with some sun burn which stings a ƭƛǘǘƭŜΦ  L ǘŜƭƭ bŀǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜΩƭƭ Ǝƻ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ /ƻƪŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ 

the entrance to the lobby so I can catch up on what his thoughts are so far on the trip.  He is very 

unassuming and just goes with the flow so I want to find out how the trip has impacted him.  As we 

discuss this over a Coke Light and a Fanǘŀ hǊŀƴƎŜ ƘŜ ǘŜƭƭǎ ƳŜ ǘƘŀǘΣ άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿΣ L Ƨǳǎǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ 

ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘƭȅέΦ  ²Ŝƭƭ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ LΩƳ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ Ƙƻǿ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘƭȅΚ !ƴŘ ƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎǘǳŦŦΦ  [ƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ L ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ 

the world and how I can help more ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ  ²ŜΩǊŜ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ŎƭƻǎŜǊ ǘƻ ǿƘŀǘ L ǿŀǎ ƘƻǇƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ōǳǘ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ 

Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƘŜ ƎŜǘǎ ǳƴŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŀōƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅǎ Ŏŀƴ ǿŜ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŜƭǎŜΦ  LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ 

when he gets back and tell people what he experienced he will be exposing more of what it meant to 

ƘƛƳΦ  LǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘǊƛǇΦ 

We head off for safari and there are like 12 vans filled 

with people.  We only have the 3 of us which is 

awesome.  We head out and see the typical animals; 

Impalas, Topes, Thompson Gazelle, Wart Hogs and 

Water Buffalos.  But we are looking for lions, leopards 

or cheetahs.  Simon uses his expert eyes and spots 

something off in the distance after about an hour 

worth of driving.  We are meandering to what seems 

like no place special when all of a sudden we come up 

upon 4 female lions sitting on a slightly raised bump 

in the ground.  Simon tells us he saw a white movement in the distance and knew it was lions.  We are 

so excited and they seem ready to hunt because their ears are moving and their nose are smelling the 

air.   

After a while the move around getting into 

ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ōǳǘ ǳƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŦƻǊ 

hunting but for resting.  I got some great photos 

of the girls and we then decide to head off to 

some elephants that are just in the distance.  

Simon says ǿŜΩƭƭ ŎƘŜŎƪ ōŀŎƪ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ 

way back.  The elephants are awesome in the 

way they move, very methodical and without 

tremendous effort.  All they do is eat grass.  The 

ƳƻǘƘŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ŀ п ƳƻƴǘƘ ƻƭŘΣ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ {ƛƳƻƴΩǎ 

calculations, and a 6 year old.  Elephants live to 

be about 60-тл ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻƭŘΦ  L Ǝƻǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƎƻƻŘ ǎƘƻǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ƘŜŀŘ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƻƴǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ 

been far from our minds. 



We return and they are still laying on the ground just hanging out.  No intention of hunting so we spend 

about 10 more minutes with them and leave.  We work our way back towards our base camp and for a 

first safari it has been successful.  We agree that Ashesh will meet us for dinner at 8:00pm so we return 

for showers and get ready.   

The dinner is good and buffet style.  I get some pasta from the chef and it is very good.  Nathan of 

ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƛǎ ŘƻƴŜ ƛƴ ŀōƻǳǘ мл ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŘŜǎŜǊǘ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ŀǎƪǎ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ōŀŎƪΦ  LΩƳ ƭƛƪŜΣ hƪΣ 

LΩƭƭ be back in a little while.  Ashesh is finishing his dinner when he asks me a question about church.  I 

ƘŀǾŜ ǇǊŀȅŜŘ ǘƘŀƴƪǎƎƛǾƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ƳŜŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΦ  LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ 

ŀōƻǳǘ ƻǳǊ tŀǎǘƻǊΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ LƴŘƛŀ ŀƴŘ LΩǾŜ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǘƛƳŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƛƴ YƛǎǳƳǳ ŀǎ ŀ 

reference point for our visit to Kenya.  After I tell him he begins to ask me if I believe the bible.  The door 

is open and I or should I say the Holy Spirit spends the next 10 minutes explaining the truths about Jesus, 

the bible and about being born again!  I tell him that him and I being on the same plane from Nairobi 

and getting the same driver for safari is no coincidence.  I explain the Jesus wants Ashesh to get to know 

him better and all that you have to do is ask Him to come into your life and ask for the forgiveness of the 

sins youΩǾŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŘΦ  Lǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎƻǳƴŘ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŀǘ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ŦƭƻǿŜŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ŦŀǳŎŜǘΦ  L ǘƻƭŘ ƘƛƳ 

a little about the prophecies Jesus fulfilled that were written about him hundreds and even thousands of 

years before His arrival on the earth.  I give him testimonies of when the Lord supernaturally interceded 

in my life and these were not stories of fiction but actually occurrences that I have firsthand experience 

with.   I also told him that my friends who I get together with on Saturdays prayed that I would be used 

to bring the lost to Christ so this conversation was a result of that prayer.  He is receptive and we have a 

good conversation.  I laid the foundation for him, planted a seed.  We exchanged emails and I will try to 

find out from our Pastor if he can direct me to a church in Mumbai where he lives.  We have a good 

ōƻƴŘ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ǇǊŀȅƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴΦ   

Day 9 

aȅ ŀƭŀǊƳ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ƴŜǿ ǇƘƻƴŜ ƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ YŜƴȅŀ ǎŀȅǎΤ άLǘǎ сΥлл ŀƳ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǎŜǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǳǇΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ 

ǊƛǎŜ ŀƴŘ ōŜƎƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŘŀȅέΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ ǎƻ very polite.  We have safari at 6:30 am and when I go to find Ashesh 

and Simon neither one can be found.  It is crazy trying to get people out of the small area with all these 

vans and jeeps.  It is now 6:40am and I go to see if Ashesh is out of his room.  I check and his room is 

empty, or I thought it was his room.  Simon shows up at 6:45am and waits another 5 minutes to find 

Ashesh who was actually asleep.  So we get a late start. 

A safari is not what many think it is.  You do get see the animals in their natural surroundings which 

includes for almost all of them being hunted by one predator or another.  The fact is you are in an ocean 

of land and you are looking for a slight glimmer in the grass, ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ мнέ ƛƴ ƘŜƛƎƘǘ, that indicates 

you are an animal of interest.  This is a feat not easily achieved.  It requires a good driver and lots of luck.  

Seeing those 4 female lions yesterday was a gift.  No one else in the 12 vans knew they existed.  The 

reference to an ocean of land is about as visual an example I can give.  The Mara is 56,000 square 

kilometers which is about 34,700 square miles.   Now try to find anything that likes to lie down and not 

be seen or likes ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōǳǎƘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƘƛŘŜ ǘƻ ŎŀǘŎƘ ǇǊŜȅ ŜŀǎƛŜǊ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ŀ ǎŀŦŀǊƛΦ  That is why a 

ǎŀŦŀǊƛ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƻǾŜǊ ǳƴǘƛƭ ȅƻǳǊ ōŀŎƪ ŀǘ ōŀǎŜΦ   



The issue this morning is fog.  Lots of low lying clouds are covering the horizon.  We spend much of the 

early part of the drive trying to find some male lions and in the process we find some more elephants.  It 

is amazing how far you can drive without even seeing an animal.  We do see many cool looking birds and 

that helps but everyone wants to see lions, cheetahs or leopards.  As we circle around this huge area we 

finally hit pay dirt with a number of vans parked alongside of the road.  A sure sign of that there is 

something of interest in the grass.   

We come upon what we think is 2 

male lions probably in their young 

teens.  They have been kicked out 

of the pride and are now on their 

own to find suitable mates so they 

can start their own pride or become 

strong enough to challenge their 

father who is the leader of the pride 

ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ŎƻƳŜ ŦǊƻƳΦ  Lǘ Ŏŀƴ 

mean a struggle to the death 

between father and son in many 

occasions.  As we look a little closer 

it becomes clear there are 3 male 

lions and one gets up and moves to another location.  As the jeep gets moving we look back and see yet 

ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƭƛƻƴΦ  L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ Ƙƻǿ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ȅƻǳΩŘ ōŜ ŘŜŀŘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ǿŜǊŜ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀǎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

middle of the Mara.  Yƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ǎŜŜ ǿƘŀǘ hit you.  

The rest of the drive is pretty basic regarding what we see.  But because of our late start we are in a 

hurry to get to a favorite of mine, breakfast with the hippos and crocodiles.  We literally pass 2 female 

lions sitting on a hill overlooking 6 water buffalos and some gazelles.  Simon reluctantly stops for a few 

photos but since they are not moving we head towards the river.  We arrive to a the area and get out of 

the jeep.  A Masai in full dress meets us there and takes us back to an area where there is a table for 5 of 

ǳǎΦ  ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǘǊŜŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ Ŧǳƭƭ ōǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ ǿƛǘƘ άƴƻƴ-ŀƭŎƻƘƻƭƛŎέ ŎƘŀƳǇŀƎƴŜ ŦƻǊ bŀǘƘŀƴ ŀƴŘ L ŀǎ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ 

serenaded by the hippos in the water.  Our friend Ashesh has to leave and catch his plane and we 

ŜƳōǊŀŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳŀƭ ƘǳƎ ǘƻ ƻƴŜ ǎƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊΦ  ²Ŝ ŜȄŎƘŀƴƎŜ ŎŀǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ǇƻǎǘƛƴƎ 

images on flicker.  I look forward to catching up with him.  The Masai takes us on a little walk down the 

ǊƛǾŜǊ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǎƻƳŜ ŎǊƻŎƻŘƛƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜǎ LΩƳ seeing are not big like the ones we saw the day before.   

²Ŝ ŀǊǊƛǾŜ ōŀŎƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŘƎŜ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ǘƛǊŜŘΦ  !ŦǘŜǊ ŀ ŀōƻǳǘ ол ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ƻŦ ǊŜǎǘ L ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ bŀǘƘŀƴ ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅΣ ǿŜ 

ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎƛǘ ƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǊƻƻƳ ǳƴǘƛƭ пǇƳ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ŘǊƛǾŜΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ to go on a 

drive to a Masai village which is supposed to cost $70/person.  I tell Nathan if I can negotiate with them 

ѹ ǇǊƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ǎƛƴŎŜ LΩǾŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜΩƭƭ Řƻ ƛǘΦ  L ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ ŎƻǳƴǘŜǊ 

people, my idea for a discounted price and they say let us talk with the manager.  The next thing I know 

ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊ ŎƻƳŜǎ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ {ƛƳƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅǎ ƘŜΩƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ǳǎ ōǳǘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ϷплΦлл ¦{ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǳǊ ŦƻǊ 

ōƻǘƘ ƻŦ ǳǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŜΩƭƭ ǿƻǊƪ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘΦ   


